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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, February 4, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

 Mayor Picinich made a motion to go into Executive Session at 5:30 pm to discuss 

collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service law; the proposed 

lease of real property; and the proposed sale of real property where publicity would 

substantially affect the value thereof, the motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber; all 

in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer made a motion to come out of Executive Session and was 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber, all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
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   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting at 7:00 pm and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  Mayor Picinich asked everyone to remain standing to 

extend the Board’s appreciation to everyone in this community.  All who sit at this table 

know that it is an honor to be here and always do their best to do their due diligence and 

ensure that they serve the people of this community. 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board had been in an Executive session to 

discuss collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service law; the 

proposed lease of real property; and the proposed sale of real property where publicity 

would substantially affect the value thereof.  

 

1) Communications:  None.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: None 

 

5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber started off by reminding the public that the Historical Society 

would be meeting February 6, 2019 at 5:00 pm.  She continued to give recognition to one 

of Mount Kisco Independent Fire Company’s long standing volunteers, Jack Marshall, who 

will be honored for his seventy (70) years of service. 

   

Trustee Albanese stated that he hoped everyone was enjoying the nice weather.  

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to report that he walked through Leonard Park and was 

happy to see that the Village of Mt. Kisco had planted some trees along the stream by the 

tennis court.  He continued to say that the Conservation Advisory Council met Sunday 

February 3, 2019 joined by a member of the Bedford Conservation Advisory Board in 

regards to an invasive plant species, the Hearty Kiwi, which has taken over Bedford and is 

heading towards Mount Kisco.  Our Conservation Advisory Council explored the border of 
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the two towns looking for the species to cut them off before they invade other areas of our 

town.   

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to announce AARP tax help starting from February 1, 2019 

through April 12, 2019 from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm at the Fox Senior Center.  There is no 

appointment necessary, but please bring photo ID, last year’s tax return, and your social 

security card for assistance.  Trustee Schleimer continued to say that last year there were 

heating subsidies that were offered by the Westchester Department of Social Services, if 

you feel that you are in crisis and need help please call 914-995-5619.  Pace Women’s 

Justice Center’s walk-in-clinic is dealing with issues such as orders of protection, custody 

support, divorce, consumer debt, housing, and many other issues.  A forty-five (45) minute 

consultation is available free of charge Monday through Friday during regular business hours 

at 78 North Broadway in White Plains or you can call 914-422-4188.  Trustee Schleimer 

stated that she found a new Medicare App called What’s Covered.  It is available in the 

Apple and Google Play stores for free.  You can search and browse the app to see the items 

and services that are covered, how to get covered benefits, and basic cost information.  This 

could be a useful tool if it works properly.  

 

Mayor Picinich started by saying that if you go to the Medicare website there is a tool 

that walks you through step by step.  She continued by sharing that the Governor’s 

proposed budget, which was released earlier this year, makes a recommendation to cut Aid 

and Incentive for Municipalities (AIM) Funding which would negatively impact the Village by 

approximately $80,000.  That may not seem like a lot of money to some, but that requires 

a .5% tax increase before we do anything else.  There are hundreds of municipalities 

throughout the state that would be negatively impacted by this and so the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco is joining with the New York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) and the 

Association of Towns of the State of New York (AOTSNY) to loudly and vigorously protest 

this idea.  Mount Kisco has been under the tax cap for as long as it has been enacted so we 

would certainly choose to do that, however, when funding is cut it makes it more 

challenging for small municipalities such as Mount Kisco to stay under that cap.   
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6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution to adopt Comprehensive Plan 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that this Comprehensive Plan has been through a 

substantial and intensive series of meetings and discussions bringing as many of the facts 

and problems to light as we could to solve them to get the Town on a course to restore 

some economic viability.   

  

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that as a Board member and elected official she takes 

her position and your trust very seriously.  The Board works for you, we are a legislative 

branch responsible for government administration, budget approval and taxes, appointing 

Village/Town officials, and we should also set the course for the future vision of our Town.  

The document that is up for approval is one of the most important legislative documents 

that she has been a part of.  This plan sets the course for the next ten (10) years of our 

Village and this is something that was not taken lightly.  This is the most defining road map 

for the future of Mount Kisco.  The many people involved in this process have spent 

countless hours going over every single word that has been weighed, revised, edited, re-

edited, all for the purposes of achieving our collective goals.  This gives the Village a 

blueprint to create more civic spaces, expanding the Green Way, and she would like to see 

gathering places for cultural and music events, family activities, and more pocket parks; 

which is 90% of this plan.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued to say that change is hard and it 

can always be challenging, with this plan comes proposals that are really exciting that can 

only strengthen our economic growth in the future.  The history of Mount Kisco began in 

1875, in 1978 we obtained our independence and became a co-terminus Village and Town.  

Our Comprehensive Plan states where the community has been, where it is now, and where 

it wants to go.  Our last plan was updated in 2000, that is nineteen (19) years ago.  Deputy 

Mayor Farber said that she is excited and ready to endorse this legislation; it is a good 

blueprint for the next ten (10) years of our future that is open to evolution and adjustment 

as necessary.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer read the following statement: In connection with the proposed 

resolution to adopt the proposed Comprehensive Plan draft dated January 14th, 2019, with 

such modifications as are set forth in the memo from BFJ Planning, dated January 11th, 

2019, first there are some wonderful recommendations;  creating better public spaces, 

developing streetscape plans, improving sidewalks, good general statements on preserving 

and protecting the Village’s green spaces and other natural resources.  But the principal 
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recommendations are not good for Mount Kisco.  50-foot buildings will change the character 

of Mount Kisco, forever.  We don’t need to add 350 new residences to an already crowded 

village.  The development of Radio Circle has not been thought out and is not cohesive.  

The uses are all over the place.  The plan appears to have been written for two pre-

determined purposes – to build apartments and parking garages on the South Moger and 

North Moger Lots and to make owning real estate on Lexington Avenue and Radio Circle 

more profitable.  Why?  There’s nothing in that analysis that correlates more housing 

downtown with a stronger village.  Retail vacancies are addressed in one sentence: “There 

are currently a number of vacancies among these frontages.”  There is no analysis to 

support the implicit conclusion that more residences downtown will eliminate the vacancies. 

There’s nothing in the analysis that supports town houses on Lexington Avenue or hotels 

and conference centers on Radio Circle.  Properties on Main Street, near the movie theater, 

will no longer need to provide parking for first-story development and will pay half the fee in 

lieu of parking and they can build up to 50 feet.  These changes serve no real purpose for 

the residents of Mount Kisco, but significantly burden them.  Does anybody think that 

adding 350 residences in the village will not make a bad traffic situation significantly worse?  

Does anybody seriously think that changing the timing on a few lights will solve the traffic 

problem or even mitigate the impact of the new residential units?  Does anybody really 

believe that there is too much parking in downtown?  Is the problem going to get any better 

when you add 250 residences downtown while allowing property owners to build four story 

buildings without providing any additional parking?  We have failed to address problems and 

issues in existing residential areas and the North Bedford Road Corridor.  The proposed plan 

masquerades as a solution to a problem that does not exist.  In an attempt to cure that 

problem it will hurt the residents of Mount Kisco; it will exacerbate the current traffic and 

parking problems, it will radically alter downtown, with four/five story buildings and garage 

parking.  Parking for commuters will be devastated.  Many of the reasons people come to 

Mount Kisco is because of the commuter parking in the South Moger Lot that will no longer 

exist.  There is no specific meaningful plan for open space and environmental preservation, 

preservation of our viewscapes, encouragement of our trails system, and preservation of the 

sanctity of our wildlife habitats and corridors.  This is not Manhattan or even White Plains. 

We don’t want to live in an “urban village”.  Please do not try to make our village Manhattan 

or White Plains. 

   

 Trustee Albanese started by saying that his cup is always full and he is proud to 

be on this Board.  He continued to say that this plan is a vision of all of our Boards, not just 
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this one, committees, and the citizens of Mount Kisco.  It is a plan of what the possibilities 

could be in the next ten (10) years for our little Town.  Once we accept this plan, it would 

be the job of this Board and future Boards to implement this plan and make this vision into 

a reality.  Trustee Albanese said that he was excited about the possibilities and he hopes 

that the community gets involved to help Mount Kisco achieve its full potential.   

 

 Mayor Picinich started by saying that a lot has been said over the past year and a 

lot of that has been listened to, carefully considered, and where we could, incorporated into 

this plan.  A year’s worth of work that included the Steering Committee, this Board, 

community outreach, workshops, public hearings, scoping documents, a Draft Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS) and Final Generic Environmental Impact 

Statement (FGEIS), and a lot of effort and energy; she is truly proud and honored to be a 

part of this community who looks forward.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that the most 

important thing about this plan is recognizing that, in reality, it is just a starting point.  This 

plan provides broad general ideas that deal with very specific areas and they are population 

and housing, downtown and invigorating our downtown, our economy, our environmental 

resources and parks, our community facilities, historic and cultural resources, 

transportation, and infrastructure.  One of the more important chapters of the plan is the 

chapter on implementation.  It is now the responsibility of not only this Board, but all those 

who work in the Village and volunteer to take these pieces and make them a reality.  There 

is great hope in the future of Mount Kisco with some challenges along the way, but with due 

diligence we can unearth the best possibilities for our community.  Mayor Picinich stated 

that she was thrilled to be a part of this process and even more excited about what we can 

all accomplish together as a community moving forward.   

 

Trustee Grunthal made a motion to adopt the following resolution, the motion was 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber; all in favor: 

 

RESOLUTION RE: TO ADOPT THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE.  

 

WHEREAS, the Town/Village of Mount Kisco has prepared a Comprehensive Plan 

pursuant to Section 7-722 of New York State Village Law and concurrent Zoning Changes; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees declared lead agency to comply with 

the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) on April 16, 2018; and  
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WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a scoping session; and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees developed a Draft Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS); and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a comment period on the DGEIS 

from September 17, 2018 to October 26, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held three public hearings on the 

Comprehensive Plan; and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees accepted the Final Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS) on December 17, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, three minor clarifications to the Plan document were made at the 

suggestion of the consulting engineer/planner on February 1, 2019.  

NOW BE IT RESOLVED,  

The Mount Kisco Board of Trustees hereby adopts the Comprehensive Plan Update. 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 Frank Fish, of BFJ Planning, began by saying on behalf of his firm, they were pleased 

to be a small part in helping you with this plan.  He continued to say that one lesson they’ve 

learned from other places is that sometimes people come into the Village looking for copies 

of the plans, and while they are online, you may want to consider having a few hard copies 

available for the public to view.  Mayor Picinich agreed it would be a good idea to have a few 

copies at Village Hall, the Library, and the Fox Senior Center. 

 

Trustee Grunthal added that he had been impressed with the advice coming from BFJ 

Planning, with the experience they brought to the Village, the precedence they brought with 

them, and the professional, friendly, courteous way they have delivered that and thanked 

them for their contributions to this project.   

Mayor Picinich stated for the purpose of the public, the Comprehensive Plan provides 

the general overview of the actions to be taken moving forward and the vision, next we look 

to the implementation components of the plan and one of those is modifications to zoning.  
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During this process the Board looked to adjust and change zoning, created a downtown 

overlay, and made some recommendations for modifications to parking requirements.  

Those items will be reviewed prior to being voted on.    

 

7) New Business: 

a. Resolution to establish eligibility and credentials to vote at the 2019 Association of 

Towns Business Session. 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Albanese, to designate the Village Manager as a voting delegate for the 2019 Association of 

Towns Legislative meeting February 20, 2019. All in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Resolution to authorize Village Manager to sign on Inter-Municipal Agreement- 

Organic Waste 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement for Organic 

Waste with Westchester County, all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 
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The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated January 31, 2019 for the 

months of December 2018 and January 2019; all in favor. 

General Fund     $154,266.22 

Water Fund     $ 584,581.59 

  Sewer Fund     $       994.93 

  Library Fund     $           2.83 

  Capital Fund     $    3,710.00 

  Trust Fund     $   11,768.25 

   TOTAL    $ 755,283.82 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

9) Minutes: Village Board 1-14-2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to accept the meeting minutes as submitted from the Village Board meeting on January 14, 

2019; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - None.  
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 7:52pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 


